
Ipsos Reid is Canada’s market intelligence leader and the country’s leading provider of public 
opinion research. With operations in eight cities, Ipsos Reid employs more than 300 researcher 

professionals and support staff in Canada. The company has the biggest network of telephone call 
centres in Canada, as well as the largest pre-recruited household and online panels. Ipsos Reid’s 

Canadian marketing research and public affairs practices are staffed with seasoned research 
consultants with extensive industry-specific backgrounds, offering the premier suite of research 
vehicles in Canada – including the Ipsos Trend Report, the leading source of public opinion in 

the country – all of which provide clients with actionable and relevant information. Ipsos Reid is 
an Ipsos company, a leading global survey-based market research group.  
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MAJORITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIANS SAY 
PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT SHOULD BE GIVEN 

PRIORITY OVER ECONOMIC GROWTH 
Despite the economic downturn, two thirds of British Columbians (66%) say protecting 

the environment should be given priority over economic growth. 
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BC RESIDENTS’ GREEN EFFORTS CONTINUE DESPITE THE ECONOMIC DOWNTURN 

Vancouver, BC – Ipsos Reid, a sponsor of EPIC - the Sustainable Living Expo, released a poll 
today, revealing that despite the state of the economy, British Columbians feel the environment 
takes priority. 

Two-thirds of British Columbians (66%) say protecting the environment should be given priority 
over economic growth; this however was not unanimous among respondents. One third of 
British Columbians (34%) remained concerned and stated that economic growth should be 
given priority over the environment even if the environment suffers to some extent. 

Furthermore, British Columbians are still doing their part by making lifestyle changes to be more 
eco-conscious during the economic downturn. Currently, two-thirds (67%) of individuals have 
spent more on a product or service because it claims to be environmentally friendly. Compared 
to a year ago, this measure is down only two percentage points, suggesting that British 
Columbians are still thinking and acting green despite budget concerns. 

The vast majority of British Columbians are already doing the “little things” in their every day 
actions to help the environment. Some of these include combining different errands to use less 
fuel (93%), sending documents electronically instead of printing on paper (90%), using energy 
saving light bulbs (88%) and using cloth bags instead of grocery bags (86%). 

 
British Columbians are also getting more involved in global movements, in celebration of the 
39th annual Earth Day last week, seven out of ten (67%) of BC residents planned to do 
something special for the environment or take part in activities. Some of those activities included 
taking an alternative form of transportation and participating in a community clean up. 
 
 
Additional survey results will be presented at EPIC – the Vancouver Sun Sustainable Living Show on May 
8th-10th at the New Vancouver Convention and Exhibition Centre (999 Canada Place).  Ipsos is proud to 
be a sponsor of EPIC, Western Canada's ONLY green consumer tradeshow and eco-marketplace. 
Greening your life is easy - all you need is a little education and inspiration.  Join this three-day 
celebration of smart living and surround yourself with 300+ exhibitors, inspiring ideas, exciting 
entertainment and forward-thinking businesses. For more information and to purchase tickets to the 
event, please visit www.epicvancouver.com 

These are the findings of an Ipsos Reid online poll conducted between April 21 and April 27, 2009 with a 
representative sample of 3340 adult British Columbians. With a sample of this size, the results are 
considered accurate to within ± 3.0 percentage points, 19 times out of 20, of what they would have been 
had the entire adult population of British Columbians been polled. The margin of error will be larger within 
regions and for other sub-groupings of the survey population. The polling was conducted using Ipsos 
Reid’s “Voice of the West Interactive Forum” – an online panel of more than 6,000 British Columbians 
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who have been randomly recruited to match the overall characteristics of the adult residents of the 
province. 
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